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Land and Labor: Lessons from Belgium. By B. Seebohm Rown- 
tbee. (London: Macmillan and Company, 1910. Pp. xx, 
633. $3.50 net.) 

This very comprehensive volume deals with all the main aspects 
of the social and economic life of Belgium. The investigations 
were made and the book was written in the hope of contributing 
to the solution of the problem of poverty in Great Britain. The 
scope of the volume may be judged somewhat by a brief sum- 
mary of the topics discussed. 

Part I (pp. 3-66) gives a brief description of Belgium and her 
people, a description and history of the system of land tenure, 
number of landowners and the size of their holdings, and the extent 
of the mortgage debts of peasant proprietors. Part II (pp. 67-103) 
deals with Belgian industries, including accounts of the wages 
paid in the principal industries and the hours and conditions of 
work. Part III (pp. 105-254) treats of Belgian agriculture; it dis- 
cusses the relative advantages of large and small holdings, and of 
proprietorship and tenancy, and presents data on the price and 
rent of land, market-gardening, the extent to which Belgium pro- 
vides her own food supplies, the advantages of technical education, 
cooperation and cheap credit, communal ownership, and afforest- 
ation. Part IV (pp. 257-338) discusses Belgium's transport facil- 
ities, the system of taxation, and general education. Part V (pp. 
339-522) considers at some length the standard of living of the 
agricultural and laboring classes, including the household budgets 
of 70 Belgian families, with data on the cost of living and analyses 
of the nutritive value of the dietaries. There is a special chapter 
on housing problems, another on methods of dealing with desti- 
tution; and one on the extent and effects of unemployment. Part 
VI (pp. 523-547) contains the author's conclusions, drawn from 
the facts set forth in the volume, as to the problem of poverty in 
Belgium and Great Britain. In addition to these general divisions, 
a list of 29 appendices (pp. 549-611) gives detailed information on 
a number of important topics touched on in the text, but which 
appeared to the author side issues from the main purpose of the 
investigation. There are numerous photogravures to illustrate 
particular features of the inquiry. 

The investigations which this book represents occupied four 
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years of close study, and the data contained were secured from the 
most reliable governmental and private sources. Where special 
statistical data were required, not furnished by these sources, 
special inquiries were conducted under the direct supervision of 
the author. 

While this volume deals primarily with Belg'an conditions, 
British conditions are so familiar to the author that they con- 
stantly thrust themselves forward in comparison with those with 
which the author is directly dealing in Belgium. This comparison 
embraces the history of the system of land tenure in the two 
countries, number and classification of landowners, laws of suc- 
cession and inheritance, price and rent of lands, agricultural edu- 
cation and its results, industrial conditions and trade unionism, 
system of taxation, and many allied subjects. A commendable 
feature of this comparative study is the author's brief summary 
at the close of each chapter. These summaries bring succinctly 
before the mind of the reader the prevailing conditions in both 
countries. 

For industrial workers in Belgium, the lessons to be learned from 
British experience include, particularly, improvement in factory 
legislation, which should give to the workers "more protection 
from the worst abuses of competition than they now have, espe- 
cially in the matter of the length of the working day;" the substi- 
tution of collective for individual bargaining with employers; and 
the bettering of educational standards. 

For the agricultural population the points to be learned from 
Great Britain are that land values are too high; that by moving 
to the industrial towns many peasants might improve their own 
immediate conditions and at the same time lessen the demand for 
land and so cause a decrease in rents and land values; and finally, 
that the state should secure to itself either part or the whole of 
the future increment in land values. 

The lessons for Great Britain to learn from Belgium include 
steps "which will make it easy for men to obtain land in small 
plots, either by purchase, or as tenants with reasonable security 
of tenure;" adequate means of cheap and rapid transit through- 
out the country districts; the fullest use of cooperation; the pro- 
vision of agricultural education on a liberal scale; reforestation of 
waste lands; and, lastly, the adoption of some method whereby 



BOOK BEVIEWS 409 

unearned increments in land values shall go, entirely or in part, 
to the community. On the latter point the author says, "In 
unearned increments, both urban and rural, there is a source of 
revenue which will grow with every development of agriculture, 
industry, and commerce. To take advantage of it would discour- 
age no industry, and rob no individual, but would in time sensibly 
lessen the burden of taxation on the community at large." 

One cannot read this volume without feeling convinced that 
the author's conclusions, from the facts presented, are absolutely 
sound. It is undoubtedly one of the most valuable contributions 
yet produced looking to the solution of the problem of social pov- 
erty. 

James B. Morman. 

Washington, D. C. 



Standards of Reasonableness in Local Freight Discriminations. By 
John Maurice Clark. Columbia University Studies in 
History, Economics and Public Law, No. 97, Vol. XXXVII, 
No. 1. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1910. Pp. 
155. $1.25.) 

This monograph deals with the general subject of reasonable- 
ness in railway rates, with special reference to the adjustment of 
rates between places. The first five chapters cover a wide range 
of subjects: the conditions of cost in the railway business; the ten- 
dency of railway competition to produce discriminations; the com- 
petition of markets and its effect on rates; the "value of service" 
principle; the arguments of various writers who contend that rail- 
way managers should be given a free hand in rate-making; the 
relation of private and public interests; and the influence of rail- 
way rates upon protective tariff systems. Throughout the dis- 
cussion of all these subjects, however, the author's underlying 
purpose, as stated at the beginning of Chapter 6, is to show that 
the free workings of economic forces furnish no guaranty of 
reasonableness in rates. He then asks whether a reasonable sys- 
tem can be devised. As a preliminary to his answer he discusses 
the general level of changes, and argues that, for the most part, 
it is unwise to sell transportation as a whole below cost. In the 



